课程大纲：
（1）"U.S. Congress, Presidency, and Political Parties"  

This course examines the role of the U.S. Congress, Presidency, and political parties in American politics.  We will examine the workings of the Congress and Presidency, paying particular attention to the places they intersect.  How do congressional and presidential election campaigns differ from one another?  Who has  the power to send the United States into war?  How are laws made in the U.S?  How do U.S. presidents make key decisions?  What determines whether or not a President is considered to be successful?  These questions have been at the center of some of the biggest controversies throughout American history.  In recent years the two institutions of government have often been controlled by different political parties.  While U.S. cit izens often complain about the complicated political process in Washington DC, the U.S. Constitution actually sets forth a system of government that invites antagonism between the legislative and executive branches.  This has important implications for U.S. politics and policy-making. 

（2）"Mass Media, Elections, and Public Opinion."  

This course examines governmental elections in the United States, with particular attention to the role of the mass media and public opinion.  Elections in the U.S., especially those for Congress and the Presidency, have a dramatic impact on the policy positions taken by the U.S. government.  This has been particularly true in the last several presidential elections in which Barack Obama, George W. Bush, and Bill Clinton were elected.  The mass media and public opinion polling have become central in U.S. elections since the 1960s.  This course will focus on the workings of the U.S. electoral system with in-depth analysis of recent U.S. politics.

