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China’s langd acquisition
under marketisation

Chengri Ding and Yuzhe Wu

Introduction

China’s remarkable economic growth since 1978 has been in tandem with rapid urbanisation.
Urban population accounted for only 17.9% of the total population in 1978. That number
increased to 57.35% in 2016.! This outstanding pace of urban growth is manifested in both
massive rural-city migration and urban spatial expansion. The growth rates of urbanisation
in the pro-reform period translated into annual rural-city migrants of 10—15 million. The
built-up areas expanded from 6,720 square kilometres (2,595 square miles) in 1981 to 49,000
square kilometres (18,919 square miles) in 2015.2

This enormous scale of China’s urban spatial expansion has had two profound policy
challenges as well as implications. One is associated with land-lost peasants and the other
with the loss of farmland. Both are associated with land requisition to meet the land demand
for industrialisation and urbanisation. On the one hand, the amount of land requisitioned
by the State was 2,879.86 km? (1,112 square miles) in 2002, primarily on farmland,’ and thf
‘umber kept rising. By the end of 2011, the amount of requisitioned land was 12,958.43 km?
(1,528 square miles) (Qian and Mou, 2015). So there was total o.f 1,078.57 km 1(416 square
miles) of land requisitioned over nine years, which means approximately 120 km? (46 square

Miles) a5 requisitioned per year. On the other hand, peasants who lost End ;xalwedb;:eri
another jssye generating public concerns. It was estimated that the accumulated land-los

Peasants amounted to around 50 million by 2008 (Bao,..2008)» and Whif i; wlors:l i:eth:itsri?izr;y
of them were not satisfied with the compensation paid as a result of t e :?tr;on bcicause o%
¢ *Urvey conducted in 2011 shows that 64.39% peasants opposed land requisi

el : e
' i i ian, 2011). However, 1t 15 projected t
e Unsatisfactory level of compensation (Ji and 8;:1;020, if)China’s P e e

€ total land-]ost peasants will reach 100 million B L e
the curren pace. Land-lost peasants become the number

fura] an
T for
Bec : e of land supply
au e : sourc .
e requisicion. &, e Rl lost in the process. For 1

Ous amoUnt b .

£ of farmland land has been during 2003
of j "L hectares (41.2 million acres) Offarmlan? o l(:xscte of raﬁid urbanis

* Was due to non-agricultural construction. Lbe P

urbanisation, an enor-
nstance, about 16.667
2011, and about 40%
ation has alarmed

229
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